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The Genus Trifolium  L. in the World  

Trifolium  montanum subsp. humboldtianum 

 
ÅThe clover genus, Trifolium  L., is one of the largest genera in the family, with  

ca. 255 species (Gillett  and Taylor, 2001; Keskin 2004; Zohary and Heller, 1984). 

 

ÅThe Fabaceae (Leguminosae ) is the third  largest family of  f lowering plants 
(727 genera and ca. 19,325 species (Lewis et al., 2005) 

Å Clovers are widely grown as livestock forage and green manure crops, many 
native species are also utilized  by grazing animals (Crampton, 1985). 

Å At least 16 species of Trifolium  are actively cultivated (Gillett  and Taylor, 2001) 



·The native distribution  of Trifolium  encompasses the temperate and, to a 
lesser extent, subtropical regions of the Northern  and Southern 
Hemispheres.  

·Native clovers are absent from southeast Asia and Australia. 

·The greatest species diversity is found in three geographic regions:  

(1) the Mediterranean basin,  

(2) western North  America 

(3) the highlands of eastern Africa. 
(Ellison et al. 2006) 

 

 

 

·Trifolium  species occur in a wide range of habitats, including  meadows 
and prairies, open woodlands, semi-deserts, mountains, and alpine peaks.  

·A common feature of these diverse habitats is high solar radiation; few 
clover species tolerate shade. 

 

The Native  Distribution   

The Habitat  



·The genus Trifolium  is represented  by 104 species in Turkey of 
which 16 are endemics and it is grouped into  10 sections (Keskin 

2001). 

 

 

The Genus Trifolium  L. in Turkey  
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The Genus Trifolium  L. in Istanbul  

The genus Trifolium  is represented  by 71 taxa (55 species with  1 
subspecies and 15 varietes) in Istanbul and it  is grouped into  9 
sections. 



Sect. Trifolium  
T. pratense var. pratense 
T. pratense var. americanum 
T. pratense var. sativum 
T. pallidum  
T. medium var. medium 
T. medium var. eriocalycinum 
T. ochroleucum 
T. pannonicum subsp. elongatum (end) 
T. rubens (doubtful ) 
T. stellatum var. stellatum 
T. stellatum var. longiflorum  
T. stellatum var. xanthium 
T. incarnatum var. incarnatum 
T. incarnatum var. molinieri  
T. sylvaticum 
T. striatum 
T. bocconei 
T. scabrum 
 
 
 
 

T. lucanicum 
T. hirtum  
T. ligusticum 
T. lappaceum 
T. cherleri 
T.  arvense var. arvense 
T. affine 
T. angustifolium 
T. purpureum var. purpureum 
T. purpureum var.laxiusculum 
T. apertum var. kilaeum (end.) 
T. apertum var. apertum  
T. bertyheum (doubtful )  
T. squamosum 
T. obscurum 
T. constantinopolitanum 
T. leucanthum 
T. echinatum var. echicanum 

The Trifolium  species of Istanbul   



Sect. Cryptoscidianum  
T. uniflorum  

T. uniflorum  

Sect. Chronosemium  
T. mesogitanum 
T. sebastiani (doubtful ) 
T. campestre 
T. patens 
T. dubium 
T. micranthum  T. campestre  

Sect. Lotoidea  
T. repens var. repens 
T. repens var.biasolettii 
T. repens var.giganteum 
T. repens var.orphanideum (rare) 
T. hybridum var. hybridum 
T. hybridum var. anatolicum 
T. nigrescens subsp. petrisavii 
T. nigrescens subsp.nigrescens 
T. michelianum var. michelianum 
T. michelianum var. balansae 
T. retusum 

T. repens  


